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SAR Academy 
655 West 254th Street 
Riverdale, New York Slumbering Prophets and 

the Escape from Self: 
How the Book of Jonah Mines and 

Undermines the Story of Noah 

Two prophets, Noah and Jonah, seek to escape 
their responsibilities to help rescue humanity. As 
a result, both run the risk of losing themselves, 
one in alcoholic oblivion, the other by falling 
into a coma-like slumber.  After a close reading 
and literary comparison of these two stories, we 
will address the question of humanity’s potential 
for genuine and enduring self-transformation. 

“Let All the Daughters Live:” 
The Midwives of Israel and 

the Seeds of Identity 

At first glance, the chronicles of the Tower of 
Babel and of the heroic midwives of Egypt seem 
to have very little in common. Yet the use of rare 
language and themes draw them together, 
exposing common themes of subjugation and 
the suppression of identity. We will note the 
human endeavor to reclaim identity, and then 
search for a nexus between identity and the 
beginnings of the redemption process. 


